SECRET SOCIETIES                             51
-evening at bookkeeping and such practical subjects, gain knowledge
of commodities and their values and learn to appraise customers;
in time he might be moved to another of the family shops and while
still young (in the Chinese sense) might go back to China for a spell,
visiting the rest of the family and his ageing parents; always he
would work diligently and tirelessly building for the family until,
at last, with old age upon him, he might relax and enjoy the fruits
of his honest labours while sons and grandsons, nephews and great-
nephews followed his blameless example. What more could an
American education do? How fortunate it is that of all planners,
parents are the least successful! The dreams of the Soong family
were Jionest and sensible. If some necromancer had foretold, for
the little Soong boy, daughters who would become the three most
famous Chinese women of their age, the Soong family would have
laughed, for even their Chinese credulity in the matter of fortune-
telling would have been overstrained.
So, little Soong, denied schooling, ran away from his uncle's shop.
The hero of an English or American romance runs away from home
in his youth just to show his high spirits, but Soong's act was as
unfilial as the obstinacy of Sun Tai-cheong in wanting to be bap-
tized. It meant a tremendous break with national custom and loss
of the economic support of the family.
Soong went to sea as a cabin boy and luckily fell in with a high-
principled and imaginative skipper. Captain Charles Jones, as he
;vas named, talked to his cabin boy about Christianity and, later,
interested an American Methodist Church in the lad. Soong was
baptized as Charles Jones Soong, it being common for Chinese to
honour a teacher or benefactor by adopting his name or names.
For some years Soong studied in America, intending to become a
Christian missionary to his native China. About the time that Sun
was winning his prize for English at lolani, Soong was starting his
three years, theology course at Vanderbilt University, Nashville,
Tennessee. When Sun enrolled at the Hongkong College of Medi-
cine, Soong had just returned to China from U.S A*
It is not altogether surprising that Soong was disappointed over
his missionary endeavours: at that time the missionary zeal in
Tennessee was more remarkable for its enthusiasm than for its
enlightenment, and the kind of narrow training with which Soong
was equipped probably made him feel ineffective when he got back
amongst his own people. Fora time he taught in a mission school,
one of his pupils being the great educationist Dr. Hu Shih. Soong